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BRITISH COLUMBIA LIBRARY assocraTion, JUN@ 6@5 
LIC Lien. '* 


Bulletin and Annuancement of annual Conference. March 1939. 








at the lest meeting of the Executive, held in Vancouver on 
February 18th, it was cecided to incorporete the next issue of the: 
Bulletin vith the notice of the annual conference to be held in Easter 
week. Particular attention will be given in this issue to reports of 
committees and to conference affairs. 


Executive Meeting, February 18, 1939. 








The President reported the Public Library Commission had rececntly 
authorized grants for ourch: se of books to the three union libriries, 
amounting to 34,750.00. Each library was to receive 3250 immediately, 
from the balance in the exchecuer for the fiscal year ending Moreh 23lst, 
1939; and the initial grant of 4,000 for the fiscal yeur commencing 
April ist would be distributed as follows: Okanegsn Union Library, 
$1,800; Fraser Valley Union Library, 41,200; Vancouver Islend Union 
Library, 31,000. In making this distribution the Commission kept in 
minc urgency of need in the respective districts as well as relative 
size and normal reading demand. This important forward move was wel- 
comed with great cnthusiasn, and the three libraries are very grateful 
to the Commission and to others who have worked for this cooperation. 
Vive la Commission ! -- Vive le doctcur ! 


It wns expectca that the Public Librsry Commission would hive the 
revision of the Library Survey, 1927-1928, ready for publicction in the 
fall. Miss Clay heads the committee appointed by the B.C.L.s. to co- 
ooernte in this revisicn from the public library angle. 


No redly had been recéivece from Lecy Treecsmuir to the associction's 
invitation to the annual conference. When it liter develszped that Her 
Excellency was to visit the Fraser Valley Union Library on March 20th, 
some consideration was given t> the plan of holding the conference at 
Abbotsford, when she night be the guest of both the librsry and the 
Association, Hovrever, as tine wes snort anc the acceptance of the 
invitetion problematical, it wns finslly decided to hole the conference 
in Vancouver during Easter reek, in order to make possible a close 
eooneration with the Teachers! Federation ana vith the school librarizns! 
organizations which will be reeting «t the same timc. It was with regret 
that the Fxecutive could not see its way clear to accepting the invit- 
ation of the Vancouver Islind Union Library Board to neet in Nancimo. 
This hic been the intention until “ore recently, when the importance of 
collaboration with the teachers teightec the balance in favor of Vancouve 
It is hoped thrt the Nanaino invitation mry be kept oven for next year. 


casts during the winter by Okanagan Union Library, Vconeouver Public Libra 
and Freser Valley Union Library. N»r plans were under consideration for 
further series in the soring, but it ves reesmenced thet this type of 
publicity shoulc be Cevelovec and expended. Oken*g:.n Union Library con- 
tinues its children's broiceasts the yesr round. Victoria, Nencino, New 
Westninster, snc others should let their voices be heard on the air. 
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The Victoria section of the committee hus been doing go0d vork in 
various ways such as providing reading lists in connection with public 
addresses. Its s»ecial venture, the Libriry Essay Contest, has been 
launched, circulcrs having been mailed t> sssociations and indivicdcucls 
throughout the Island. We look for on interesting renort on this 
exnerinent at the conference. 


The Biblixgra rhy Committee is still lsonguishing through lock of a 
volunteer,or even a conscript, t> be chairman of the committee. The 
question xf its continuance will be a matter for decision at Conference. 


Another cuestion scheculed for discussion is thet of travelling 
exnenses of members of the Executive. accerrding t> the oresent policy, 
when a full meeting is consiuered necessary, members! exsenses are paid 
by the association; when meetings are of a risre routine nature, sut-of- 
torn members attend at their own ciscretion ana exvense. It is felt 
that this question should be ruled ujon by members at large. It is also 
suggested that the Nominating Committee should beur this in mind and try 
to arrange, as far as feasille, that executive mernbers be selected fron 
the Island and the nainlend alternately. 


The following committees were appointed:- Nominating Committee: 
Miss Stockett, Chairman, Hiss Cameron, Miss Holmes; auciting Comittee: 


Miss Creenwood, Miss Kelly. 


Last but not leszst. Bank balance, February 16,1939: 115.86. 





Hither and Yon. 
From Victoria Public Library cies 2 note that on 4 certzin day 
lest fall a foreigner cane to the desk seeking registration as a non- 
resident. There was sone difficulty as t> s»onsorshiy of her apolication, 
but finally a member of the staff wos found who recognizec in this 
pleasant-s>oken person of the Deep South, her forner tutor cand chief, 
Dr. Helen CG. Stewart. The adolication was accepted. 


At the December municipal election in Saanich, « plebiscite was helc 
on the question of renewal of library service from Victoria Public Library 
discontinued in 1932. at that tine service was paid for out of general 
revenue, but it is considered nov thct the only feasible way of finenc- 
ing the service is through a library tax. The plebiscite failed to carr: 
but the very active comnittee of Saanich rate puyers who cinpaigned for 
the library is far frou discouraged. They believe that the plebiscite 
woulc have carried had it not been for :. certain confusion in the word- 
ing of the question, and lcck >of sufficient time for publicity. The conmm- 
ittee had valuable su» ort from Mr. Lidster who attended a rutenayers! 
meeting and clarified various knotty problens. Plans cre alresdy undcer- 
way for the winning of the »lebiscite next December. 


Lady Tweedsnuir visited the Fraser Valley Union Library on Merch 20th 
when many hundreds of readers, young cnc old, were delighted with her 
Excellency's gracious snc genuine interest in the library organization 
and in those whs benefit from it. She spent the day in the valley visit- 
ing a half dozen agencies of Ccifferent tyves, starting with the Langley 
Prairie Branch «nd finishing up with the most rccently organized sub- 
branch at Hammond on the north sice of the river. The library board was 
host at luncheon in Abbotsford, where Mr. Lidster, Chairman of the Public 
Library Commission, anc ilr. Robinson, President of the B.C.L.a., were 
also invitec gucsts. Lady Tweedsruir s) ke briefly >f her >ovn work in 
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distributing books in the prairie provinces and, nore lstely, New 
Brunswick, where she fincs the neec very ¢reut. She expressed great 
admiration of the librery system in the Fraser Valley which makes a 
well roundec sut vublice library book stock avuilable to 2 dap,ulution of 
43,000 scxttered over a territory °f ayproxinately onc thousand scucre 
miles; anc she also expressed the wish that other oarts of the Don- 
inion might have the benefits of librory service of this ty»oe. She was 
nade an honorary life member of the library and signed the regulstion 
registration card, reouiriny her t»o »bey the rules of the library, to 
teke good enre of the books, to pay fines incurred by her, anc t> give 
yrompt notice of change of address. 


The Fraser Velley Union Library has recently been enlargcg HY .,Fe- 
nission of Nics1en Islend t» the district, « small but im sorten RaPal, 
district. This removes the lest"blind spo.t" from the very centre of the 


library cistrict. 


Nevs comes from Vaneouver Island Union Library thet one or tro 
"blinc so.ts" there hve s2ened negsttétirns for light. Ye congrat- 
ulate the library's constituent member, Port Alberni, »n its public 
honesty in volunterily notifying the library of «n increase in its »>p- 
ulation fifures involving 2 corresponding incresse in its librxry tox 
quota. There is a g90c spirit avrosac in this librery cistrict, snc ve 
wager that the librory acc:inistretion could tell us sx: ething abrut the 
way it is fosterec. 


Okensgan Union Library hes teken Ferdinend by tne horns ana reisec 
its library tax quota fron 40% to 43¢ per ecavita in orcer to inercease 
the bucget for nev books. The exstern front of the union libre ry eniiy- 
aign hes been one of the uost @ifficult to waintain. «a very ;reat cecal 
of crecit ¢res to Miss Poge for her energy «nc diplonacy in hsncling the 
situstion. She, herself, hes been very grateful to the Public Librery 
Cormission for its sus port anc in 2wrticul:r to tir. Licster -nu to Dr. 
Lerb for their verious trips to the valley to strengtnen the defenees. 
This cistrict is »ssurec of one or more plebiscites this year, anc we 
trust th:t with the nevly acerrdea financicl support of the Corizission, 
the library will carry the day with flying colors. 


acvertisc.:ents. 
Wanted. More librury news. If you went to pct ners, you riust give it. 
We can make ¢979d use of cll news fit to vrint. If you exnnot »rovide 
that, try something else. 
Lost or stolen. Five nevsoxnper articles prouised t» the Publicity Coma- 
ittee for its current t:rm of office. Liberal revi.rd -- if not in this 
life, then in the next. 
Wanted. aA revolution. Twrenty-five juni>r members néeeaed to engege "the 
old guard" at the annucl conference, in order to renove every vestige cf 
thet long-stencing stigma that the associ: tion is run by 2lc folks. 
Question. T» -ism or not t» -isi, that is the question. See clause 3 of 
the Library's 3111 of Rights, inside back cover of «..L.4. Bulletin for 
Jenuary 1939. This is e debatuble subject «nu coulc, at e« pinch, be used 
as a filler-in if time shoulc hong heavy on our hends on april 12th. 





Vale. T> our readers, thanks for forbearance. To our successors in the 
editorial hhair, sur best wishe@. Way you heave the continuec sunpott of 
those wh») have helved us in our attcmot to mke the Bulletin interesting. 
And mey you have the »venitential ene belated supoort of those who prone 
ised covy for us, meterial they might have »repared instead of lounging 
about that well-knovn hone of loafers -- the Library. 





